
EVENING PRAYER IN THE SEASON OF EPIPHANY 

Sunday 24 January 2021 

The First Evening Prayer of the Conversion of Paul 

 

Preparation 

 

O God, make speed to save us. 

All   O Lord, make haste to help us. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 

All   your glory is proclaimed in all the world. 

 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, 

our light and our salvation, 

to you be glory and praise for ever. 

You gave your Christ as a light to the nations, 

and through the anointing of the Spirit 

you established us as a royal priesthood. 

As you call us into your marvellous light, 

may our lives bear witness to your truth 

and our lips never cease to proclaim your praise. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All   Blessed be God for ever. 

 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 

so may your mercy come down upon us 

to cleanse our hearts 

and set us free to sing your praise 

now and for ever.  All   Amen. 

 

 



Psalm 149 

 

1    Alleluia. 

O sing to the Lord a new song;      

sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 

2    Let Israel rejoice in their maker;      

let the children of Zion be joyful in their king. 

3    Let them praise his name in the dance;      

let them sing praise to him with timbrel and lyre. 

4    For the Lord has pleasure in his people      

and adorns the poor with salvation. 

5    Let the faithful be joyful in glory;      

let them rejoice in their ranks, 

6    With the praises of God in their mouths      

and a two-edged sword in their hands; 

7    To execute vengeance on the nations      

and punishment on the peoples; 

8    To bind their kings in chains      

and their nobles with fetters of iron; 

9    To execute on them the judgement decreed:      

such honour have all his faithful servants. 

Alleluia. 

 

All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever.   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scripture – Acts 22.3-16 

3 "I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of 

Gamaliel, educated strictly according to our ancestral law, being zealous for God, 

just as all of you are today. 4 I persecuted this Way up to the point of death by 

binding both men and women and putting them in prison, 5 as the high priest and 

the whole council of elders can testify about me. From them I also received letters 

to the brothers in Damascus, and I went there in order to bind those who were 

there and to bring them back to Jerusalem for punishment.  

6 "While I was on my way and approaching Damascus, about noon a great light 

from heaven suddenly shone about me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice 

saying to me, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?' 8 I answered, "Who are 

you, Lord?' Then he said to me, "I am Jesus of Nazareth whom you are 

persecuting.' 9 Now those who were with me saw the light but did not hear the 

voice of the one who was speaking to me. 10 I asked, "What am I to do, Lord?' 

The Lord said to me, "Get up and go to Damascus; there you will be told 

everything that has been assigned to you to do.'  

11 Since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, those who were 

with me took my hand and led me to Damascus. 12 "A certain Ananias, who was a 

devout man according to the law and well spoken of by all the Jews living there, 

13 came to me; and standing beside me, he said, "Brother Saul, regain your sight!' 

In that very hour I regained my sight and saw him.  

14 Then he said, "The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will, to 

see the Righteous One and to hear his own voice; 15 for you will be his witness to 

all the world of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why do you delay? 

Get up, be baptized, and have your sins washed away, calling on his name.' 

 

This is the word of the Lord:   

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory 

 

Arise, shine, for your light has come; 

the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 

All   Arise, shine, for your light has come; 

the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 



God’s salvation has been openly shown to all people. 

All   The glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

All   Arise, shine, for your light has come; 

the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 
from Isaiah 60 

 

The Magnificat  

 

All   Behold, my servant, whom I uphold, 

my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

the anointed one on whom my Spirit rests. 

 

1    My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;      

he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

 

2    From this day all generations will call me blessed;      

the Almighty has done great things for me 

and holy is his name. 

3    He has mercy on those who fear him,      

from generation to generation. 

 

4    He has shown strength with his arm      

and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 

 

5    Casting down the mighty from their thrones      

and lifting up the lowly. 

 

6    He has filled the hungry with good things      

and sent the rich away empty. 

 



7    He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,      

to remember his promise of mercy, 

 

8    The promise made to our ancestors,      

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Luke 1.46-55 

 

All   Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

All   Behold, my servant, whom I uphold, 

my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

the anointed one on whom my Spirit rests. 

 

Prayers  

 

Intercession 

 

 

Collect  

Almighty God, 

Who caused the light of the gospel 

To shine throughout the world 

Through the preaching of your servant St Paul: 

Grant that we who celebrate his wonderful conversion 

May follow him in bearing witness to your truth; 

Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

Who is alive and reigns with you 

In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

 

  



The Lord’s Prayer  

 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed be thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; 

Thy will be done; 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

The power and the glory, 

For ever and ever.   Amen.  

 

The Conclusion 

 

May Christ, who sends us to the nations, 

give us the power of his Spirit. 

All   Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 
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