
 

COLLECT, READINGS AND REFLECTION 

SUNDAY 15 DECEMBER 2024 – Advent 3 

 

COLLECT 

O Lord Jesus Christ, 

who at your first coming sent your messenger 

to prepare your way before you: 

grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries 

may likewise so prepare and make ready your way 

by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 

that at your second coming to judge the world 

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; 

for you are alive and reign with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Psalm 50.1-6 

1    The Lord, the most mighty God, has spoken  ♦ 

and called the world from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

2    Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth;  ♦ 

our God comes and will not keep silence. 

3    Consuming fire goes out before him  ♦ 

and a mighty tempest stirs about him. 

4    He calls the heaven above,  ♦ 

and the earth, that he may judge his people: 

5    ‘Gather to me my faithful,  ♦ 

who have sealed my covenant with sacrifice.’ 

6    Let the heavens declare his righteousness,  ♦ 

for God himself is judge. 

 

  



A reading from the book of Zephaniah, chapter 3, verses 14-20. 

 

Zephaniah 3.14-20 

A Song of Joy 

 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

   shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

   O daughter Jerusalem! 

The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, 

   he has turned away your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 

   you shall fear disaster no more. 

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

Do not fear, O Zion; 

   do not let your hands grow weak. 

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 

   a warrior who gives victory; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness, 

   he will renew you in his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing 

   as on a day of festival. 

I will remove disaster from you, 

   so that you will not bear reproach for it. 

I will deal with all your oppressors 

   at that time. 

And I will save the lame 

   and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

   and renown in all the earth. 

At that time I will bring you home, 

   at the time when I gather you; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

   among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

   before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  



At Morning Prayer, the Gospel is simply the second reading, people sit to hear it and is introduced in the same 

way as the first: 

The second reading is from Luke, chapter 3, verses 7-18. 

 

and then at the end: 

For the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

For Eucharists/ Communion people stand to hear the Gospel. Everywhere except Fitz introduces it with an 

Acclamation (the blue bit), and then we all use the introduction and ending (the green bit): 

 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke, Chapter 3, verses 7-18. 

Glory to you, O Lord 

 

And then at the end: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Luke 3.7-18 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 

Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, 

God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is 

lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire.’ 

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, 

‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 

food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 

‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount 

prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to 

them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 

satisfied with your wages.’ 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 

saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 

am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to 

gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 



A reflection from Hannah… 

How many coats do you have?! Probably more than one… There is a real call to humility in 

our Gospel reading this week. There is no doubt that John the Baptist caused a stir, and that 

people (both from within and outside the Jewish community) took his words seriously. His 

advice is very practical, his words are courageous and blunt, and his call is to transformation- 

to real change in the way people lived, their attitudes and their priorities.  

There are parallels with Christ- as Jane Williams writes: 

‘We do not know if John was ever tempted to believe that he was more than a forerunner, or 
whether he was confident in his humility all along. He had reason for confidence: just like Jesus, 
ancient prophecies were seen to be referring to John; just like Jesus, an angel came to announce 
the forthcoming arrival. Like Jesus, people flocked to hear John’s preaching, and he, too, attracted 
fascinated and terrified notice from those in power.’ 

Despite the special circumstances of John’s life, he always pointed to Jesus. With humility, he 

encouraged everyone around him to look for the one who is more powerful, whose sandal 

straps they were not worthy to untie.  

In lots of ways, and on account of the storm, it’s been a humbling week for us all. I’m aware 

that many were without electricity or water (or both) over the weekend. We had a service at 

Bomere on Sunday without any power whatsoever, and then emergency procedures were 

activated at Leaton because the power was off when the heating timer should have switched 

everything on. There was a tree down at Leaton, and a (BIG) tree down at Albrighton- blocking 

the way in to church. When a power cut happens, the railway crossing gets stuck shut, 

meaning the only way for me into Bomere Heath on Sunday was through standing water. 

Severn Trent have been monitoring the flooded Perry at Fitz, but for some reason the ‘road 

closed’ sign has been left up. Gosh, simple plans are suddenly much more complex! As the 

relentless march towards Christmas (and all its emotional weight!) continues, we once again 

realise that we, and our plans, are not at the centre of it all. That’s why John the Baptist is an 

excellent Advent companion- in all things he drew people’s gaze away from himself and 

towards something more. He sought, and pointed, to Christ. John didn’t always have absolute 

certainty about the identity of Jesus. You will remember the heart-breaking insight into his 

own internal wranglings when, sat in prison and awaiting execution, we hear that he sends a 

message asking ‘are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’  

We too may feel confused, unsteadied and let-down by the world we greet this Advent. We 

might have big questions that we bring as we gather again to hear the familiar yet dazzling 

story of Immanuel. But like John, in faith, in doubt, may we too seek Christ and in all our 

actions, all our words, point to him.  

 

  


